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• There is no substitute for good science
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• Collaborate; become part of a group

• Ask for help (and not only in statistics)

• You will only learn chess by going at it
with better players
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3. Think like an editor3. Think like an editor3. Think like an editor

• Most early rejections are based on the
Abstract and Methods sections

• Avoid others pointing out your
limitations: beat them to it

• Your introduction and conclusions will
rarely be read in depth early on: do not
leave your abstract as an afterthought

• GATE-based ‘exercises’
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• Make a case for your submission: why
thisjournal?

• Cover letters are generally
underappreciated and taken as pro forma

• Consider approaching the editor before
submitting

• Don’t irritate the editor or dismiss the
obvious: read the instructions for authors

• Be bold
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(but be judicious, as they can be relatively
costly)
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may be seeing your manuscript elsewhere)
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comments (or, how not to blow it when you
are halfway there)
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• Exception:adhominemcomments, poor
editor etiquette (limited English can be an
inexcusable reason for such behavior)
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warranted–for example, when a key issue
is misinterpreted in the decision letter. Be
civil and proactive, stick to the facts.
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