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A good paper 1s a story well-told

It begins with a strong title

Continues with and powerful introduction
Tells the story with strong data

Ends with a satistying conclusion

Leaves the reader with a feeling that 1t was
worth reading and 1t was clear how one
went from the beginning to end




So, Why do you want to write a paper?

Have something really important to tell others

You want to get promoted

Y ou want to become famous

Y ou have nothing better to do

You like to see your name 1n print

You have been forced to by your boss, mentor or

training program

Y ou want to make your mother understand why
she spent all that money sending you to school




It 1s important to know why you are
writing a paper.

e |t determines

— The type of paper

— The structure of the paper
— Where you will send it to be published

— How 1t will be formatted.




What Kind of Paper will You Write?

» Chapter

e Peer Reviewed
— Onginal Science with data
— Review article

— Case report
— Other

* Look at journals as they have many opportunities
that may seem non-traditional but offer chances for
good refereed publications




Axiom:

Almost every time, you can save 6
months in the laboratory by spending
3 hours 1n the library (or on-line)

Corollary:

Read early and often




Preparing to Write

Begins when you begin a study/experiment
Make time

— It takes a lot of time to write

Get organized

— References

— Data
— Other pertinent materials

Make a plan




Make a Plan or Outline

* It helps you get started

* You may work on different parts at different
times and 1t tells you how to link them

* Include a schedule — timeline
— For each part of the paper




Outline the Paper

There are different forms for different journals
Abstract

Introduction

Literature review

Methods

Results

Conclusions

References

Acknowledgements

Tables, Graphs and Illustrations




Formatting the Paper ..,

* Look at the target journal’s rules

» Rules usually apply to
— Abstract
— Paper format/order
— Tables/Charts/Illustrations
— Retferences
— Length




Formatting your Paper c»

o Select fonts
— Draft Fonts
— Final Fonts
— Serif Fonts are usually easier to read than Sans Serif

« Make a plan for
— Paragraphs
— Headers
— Bullets

— Tables, Graphs and Illustrations
— Other




Title

Think carefully about your title

It should clearly represent the story
Be easy to read

Memorable

Mildly clever but not too cute




Abstract

Write one for yourself

It 1s the best place to start — 1t may have some
holes but 1t 1s still a good start

Say what you are doing (no more than 2
sentences) and why you are doing 1t (no more than
2 sentences)

Say what you did (4-8 sentences)

Say what 1s the meaning of what you did (3
sentences

Concluding comment (2 sentences)




Introduction

Make a clear opening statement about the
work and why it 1s important

What 1s the work

Why 1s 1t important

How does it fit with other work
Highlight what 1s new and different




M ethods

[1This section isonly for METHODs and
NOT results

[ Elements of methods
] Ascertainment
Sample description
Experimental Procedure

[1Step by step

[JReplication is the sincerest form of flattery
[1Instruments Used

[ICite reliability and validity




